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ADDRESS to the CLERGY, &c. 


HAN ., as a rational Being, is account= 
able to God and his own Conſcience, 
for every ſecret thought and intent of his 
heart : but, as a member of Society, he 1s 
accountable alſo to Society for his Actions. 
In this light it is, that an obſcure Brother 
now addreſſes you in the following pages: 
not to bring out of that obſcurity the pri- 
vate ſentiments of a private man; but to 
give his reaſons for preſuming to take the 
lead in an affair, where it would be more 
becoming him to follow; and where he 
will be very glad to give up the reins, as 
ſoon as ever he can induce any of ſuperior 
rank, and greater abilities, to guide them. 
While his wiſhes were confined within his 
own breaſt, or the ſmall circle of his ac- 
quaintance; it would have been impertinent 
to have laid them before the public eye : 
but, when he conceives hopes of engaging 
others to aſſiſt in bringing them to effect; 
as they have a right to enquire into the rea- 
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Tons of his conduct; ſo he can have no pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs, but from their approbation 
of what he has to propoſe. 


If they with to know more of him than 


the name he bears; let him be known for 
one; whom free chvice, and a deſire of doing 
good in his generation, led at firſt into the 
Miniſtry, for which his friends and family 
had not intended him. How far he has 
ſucceeded in it, thoſe who know him beſt 
can tell. They cannot charge him with 
want of attention to the duties of the office 
he has undertaken; and whatever his ſmall 
abilities may be, they cannot ſay but he has 
exerted them in the Ration that has fallen 
to his lot, 

That ſame defire, has led him now to 
make his thoughts public. For, though he 
is a ſincere friend to the Religious Eſtabli 72 
ment in this kingdom, and does in general 
agree with its Profeſſors in points of Doctrine, 
and though from his heart he greatly ad- 
mires the Liturgy, which yet he thinks in 
ſome gew particulars improveable; and 
though he is ready, and willing at all times, 
to teſtify his general approbation of both, in 
a fair and candid declaration, either by word 
or writing; yet he muſt acknowledge, he 
never could approve of the Form, in which 
that approbation is now. required. It is a 


Stumbling-block that. has offended _ | 
and 
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and the refleon upon it has diftreſſed bim 


to a very great degree. Yet, as he bas 


accepted of, and uſed that Latitude in the 


interpretation of the Articles, which their 


Defenders allow of and vindicate, and which 
yet is no where expreſsly authorized; he did 
not apprehend he had any right to diſturb 
others with is ſentiments, till he could ſee 
a proſpect of getting thoſe Forms amended. 
But the late Petition to Parliament, and 
the Debates that have now been agitated 
among us for ſeveral months paſt, haye 
greatly altered the Caſe :- and that Silence, 
which might be the private man's Duty be- 
fore, ſeems to him now Sglamenble. He did 
not enliſt with the firſt movers; though he 
really believes they were actuated by a ſin- 
cere and pious zeal for the cauſe of Chriftia= 
nity; and thinks, a conſiderable ſhare of 
praiſe will be due to them, if any good ariſe 
from theſe debates: yet, ſince he doubted 
from the firſt, whether their method of ap- 
plication for redreſs, though ſtrictly legal, 


were the moſt proper one, or ſuch as could 


be attended with any ſucceſs ; and ſince their 
aim appeared tending to more than in his 
heart he could deſire, or than it appeared 
to him reaſonable they ſhould expect to ob- 
tain; he did not join em; but from that 
time has never withheld i ſentiments. 
Duty, he thought, then called upon him to 
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make them 4#10wn ; to acquaint his ecele- 
ſiaſtical Superiors with his wiſhes ; ; and bear 
his Teſtimony, in a reſpectful manner, to the 
propriety of an amendment. This he did: 
and this was all he then could do. 

When appointed afterwards to preach be- 
fore a meeting of the Clergy in his neigh- 
bourhood ; he conſidered that as a farther 
call upon him to explain his ſenſe of theſe 
matters. But, though invited to make that 
diſcourſe public; he had no inclination to 
appear in print, till his doing ſo ſhould be 
thought of ſervice to the Cauſe of Truth, 
When it could; that ſame regard to Duty 


which obliged him to deliver it, would 


oblige him to bring it forward. 

That Time is now come. For as another 
application to Parliament, he underſtands, 
is now propoſed, on the ſame principles as 
the former ; and as ſeveral worthy Perſons 
wiſh to ſee an alteration in ſame matters; and 


yet are unwilling to endanger the eſtabliſh- 


ment, by a fotal abolition of all that has 
generally been reckoned neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve its purity, and are unwilling alſo to join 
with thoſe, whoſe zeal has perhaps carried 
them too far; and yet are more unwilling 
to {it ſilent, at a time when ſilence ſeems 
to be a betraying of the Truth; it has been 
ſuggeſted, that if an intercourſe between 
ſuch Perſons could be eſtabliſhed; who 

ſhould 
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ſhould conſider of the moſt proper and re- 
ſpectful method of communicating their 
wiſhes in a body to their Superiors ; that 
would be a bearing honourable teſtimony to 
the Truth ; a farther juſtification of thoſe 
Superiors, if they have any deſign to pro- 
poſe Alterations ; and the moſt likely way to 
induce them to forward, what cannot and in- 
deed oughtnot to beattempted without them, 

This therefore he means, with all humi- 
lity and deference to better judgements, to 
propoſe, And that the Public may previ- 
ouſly become acquainted with the ſenti- 
ments of the Propoſer, and the reaſons that 
have led him to think thus; he will now 
lay before them his general ſenſe of theſe 
matters; whereby they will perceive, that 
he is clearly for an alteration in our Subs 
ſeriptions; though not againſt 4 ſubſcrip= 
tion in general (unleſs our Superiors in their 
wiſdom ſee it right to lay that method 
wholly aſide) ; and that he is for amendments 
in our Liturgy (the v/e of which ought, by 
ſome Promiſe rather than the fear of Penal- 
ties, to be enjoined on the clergy); but not 
for ſuch alterations in it, as might hurt the 
devotions of the weaker brethren, or might 
endanger the ſpoiling of a venerable and ex- 
cellent, though improveable compoſition. 

It has often been aſſerted of late, and is 
undoubtedly true; that the Holy Scriptures 
are the /ole Foundation of the Belief and 
Tx NZ Practice 


[3] 
Practice of the true Chriſtian ; ſo that what- 
ſoever is not to be learnt from them, ought 
not to be inſiſted upon as any neceſſary term 
of acceptance with God, This, indeed, ever 
ſince the time that Infpiration ceaſed, ot 
to have been the Rade of Chriſtianity : and 
though it was obſcured during the days of 
Popery ; is what was reſtored to us as fuch 
at the Reformation. By theſe Scriptures the 
Clergy are to frame their inſtructions, and 


both Clergy and Laity to form their Faith and 


Manners: and therefore, according to our 


beſt abilities, both Clergy and Laity, we 


ought all of us to endeavour to underſtand 
them. | 

But notwithſtanding the Rule be thus 
uniform; every man, the leaſt converſant 
with what has paſſed in the world, muſt con- 
feſs; that what has been drawn from theſe 
fountains, has at times been very different 
in many particulars : not owing uſually to 
any wilful perverſion of their true mean- 
ing (which it is to be hoped has been rare); 
but to the naturally different turn of men's 
thoughts, which has led them to ſee things 
in very different lights. 

This Difference, with reſpect to the bulk 
of mankind in general, is immaterial: be- 
cauſe, if they endeavour ſincerely to learn 
His will and practiſe accordingly, God 
& will accept according to what a man hath, 
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a and not according to what he hath not: 
and the Private Chriftian, though 350 
may ſhew him what you think the better 


way than his own, can only believe accor- 


ding as the evidence ſtrikes himſelf; and 
ought undoubtedly to be ſuffered to enjoy 
in peace, that liberty of conſcience, which 
can never be taken from him. | 

But with regard to Teachers, the caſe is 
widely different. Every man, however er- 
roneous in his opinions, though to a degree 


_ of inſanity, is perſuaded he is in the right; 


and if allowed to teach, provided he be ſins 
cere, will teach accordingly. As he cannot 
be his own Judge in this caſe; he muft 
therefore, in ſome way, be examined by 
others, whether he be fit to be entruſted 
with ſuch an Office: and, ever ſince the 
time of the Apoſtles, who -received their 
commiſſion from Chriſt himſelf ; the Rulers 
of every Congregation, as deriving the like 
authority from them, have been thoſe Ex- 
aminers. 

This at firſt was 833 ſufficient : and in 
Theory may be ſo ſtill. But when afterwards 
the Governors of Nations became chriſtian, 
and obſerved ſuch a drver/ity of opinions as 
had ariſen among mankind ; they thought 
it neceſſary to interpoſe in this matter: 


eſteeming it their Duty to provide by ſome 
farther Examination, that the Chriſtian Re- 
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ligion be taught in their ſeveral kingdoms, 
in the pureſt Manner. In this, ſurely, they 


' ſhould ſeem to be right. And hence of 


courſe it is, that the Legiſlators of every 


Country do take care to have it taught in 
that Manner they judge moſt pure; and do 


naturally give their countenance to ſuch 
Teachers as are of their own ſentiments : 
while thoſe, who are of a diferent perſua- 
ſion, examine and encourage Teachers who 
think like themſelves : and, as long as thoſe 


Diiſſenters from any Eftabliſhment, interfere 
not with the Peace of the ſtate, or the Pro- 
perty of individuals, or proceed not to the 


ſubverting the. Foundations of chriſtianity; 
they ſhould be ſuffered ſo to do. 

Now in this Examination, ſome general 
Teſt has always been thought proper to be 


Offered to the candidates for Orders or Pre- 


ferments 


* 
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* By Teachers, the author here means the Clergy in 
particular ; who are his conſideration at preſent, But 
though he reckons that the laity, whether in or out 
of the Univerſities, ought not to be called upon to ſub- 
fcribe any articles; yet where they are Heads of Houſes 
or Tutors in it, or School-maſters out of it on any 
public Foundation, they ought to give ſome ſuch aſ- 
furance as the clergy, that they approve of the efabliſhed 
Religion. That Line is ſufficiently drawn by the act of 
uniformity.: and though, it is to be hoped, the Form 
of ſubſcribing will be altered ; yet he thinks that line 
ſhould be kept up. The univerſities themſelves, might 
then take off all the ref, 
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ferments in every congregation, for them - 
to ſubſcribe or declare, as an aſſurance that 
they agree with their governors in opinion. 
Neither does this ſeem to be an unreaſonable. 
- Method; provided it be properly regulated, 
and rightly underſtood. The 77% fo pro- 
poſed, cannot in a Proteſtant Church be con- 
ſidered as a Rule of Faith; but as it were a 
Rule of Diſcipline, and as an explanation of 
their manner of underſtanding the outlines 
of Doctrine, Every Miniſter, when ap- 
pointed, is indeed a Miniſter of Chriſt : and 
as ſuch, is bound to teach pure Chriſtianity ; 
as he himſelf finds it in the Holy Scriptures, 
and not /elely in any Comments of fallible 
men. The Bible is his only Rule of Faith; 
as it muſt be to every conſiſtent Prote//ant, 
But if in his conſcience he agrees with the 
Congregation of any Church in their method 
of underſtanding that Rule; it is then no 
reſtraint upon him, no abridgement of his 
Liberty, or his Commiſſion derived from 
Chriſt; to ſub/cribe to their Terms, and re- 
ceive their Emoluments. Thoſe Terms indeed, 
ſhould not deſcend to more particulars, or 
be more confined, than abſolute neceſſity re- 
quires : becauſe, if they be ſuch, that in his 
Conſcience he cannot agree to all that the 
State really expects from him; or bond fide 
keep in that Opinion as he advances in his 
Studies, (of which he himſelf alone muſt be 
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the judge) he ought neither to ſubmit to ſuch 
a reſtraint at his firſt entrance, nor continue 


under 1 it afterwards. 
Theſe are general Truths; and common 


to all ęſtabliſoments. Let us now apply 


them to our own, 7 

The Church of England, our national 
Church (or the State; for in this reſpect they 
may be conſidered as the ſame) propoſes 
on her part, ſuch Terms .of Communion, 


as to her appear right, All that ſhe can 


deſign by this, is only to give ſuch heads 
of doctrine, as a guide to her Prelates, what 
particular points He requires of them to 
enquire into; e/ides the general and more 


important and purely chriſtian ones; of a 


good /fe and ſound learning, and abilities 
for the ſeveral offices to be undertaken, 
As to the Terms; They are only to ſee, that 
they are complied with : the Compliers are 
to ſee, that they do it with a ſafe conſcience. 
But as to the /fe and abilities (under which 
muſt be reckoned an earneſt defire to do 
their duty); their examinations, one ſhould 
think, ſcarcely could be too ſtrict. The 
former, was only an enquiry, whether the 
Candidates might be rcceived as Teachers in 


che national Church: but this, whether they 


be proper to be admitted into ary church 
at all, as Miniſters of Chriſt, 
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The /atfer is no part of our conſideration 


at preſent. Elſe it might be lamented, 


that in the preſent ſtate of affairs, a i 
cient number are not induced to offer 
themſelves, out of whom to make any 
choice: ſo that our Biſhops find themſelves 
(to their ſorrow) neceſſitated, to remit 
ſomewhat of that 9zr:&ne/s they would 
think right to uſe; in admitting Perſons to 
be Miniſters of Chriſt, or committing any 
art of his Flock to their Care. | 

But with reſpect to the /ormer, or the 
Terms of Subſcription ; they are become an 
occaſion of grief on another account: 
which, howeyer, is now under conſider- 
ation; and it is to be hoped may af laſt 


| W 1 redreſs. 


I ſhall not at preſent enquire what have 
been the Methods in former times; or 
how far juſtifiable. We are a Reformed 


Church; and can juſtify our departure from 


the ſuperſtition of the Church of Rome; 
and, as ſuch, can juſtify our uſing ſome 
method to declare our abhorrence of Fopery. 
This was the origin of our Terms; which 
need be traced back no farther than he 
Reformation, About that time our Articles 
were framed. About that time our Liturgy 
was compiled. If now we reflect, that 
thoſe ' Compilers had themſelves been 
brought up in Popery, and bad r 
mo 


„ 


moſt of her errors in their childhood; we 


ſhall wonder rather, that they could per- lor 
ſuade themſelves to throw off / much of Su 
her Super ftation ; than that they ſhould ſtill thi 
retain too much, not of Popery, it is to be A. 
hoped, but of the prejudices of their edu- 
cation, and the turn of thoſe times. Thanks ha 
i be to the Almighty ; He gave them the OU 
ö heart to undertake it, and ability to per- 
ji form what they did. They did not, as fa 
| was too natural; reje&t indiſcriminately EX 
[4 every thing, whether good or bad, becauſe me 
li it had been uſed in the Romiſh Church ; th 
i and root up the wheat together with the di 
ce tares;” but diſtinguĩſhed them carefully; en 
1 and from all the beſtLiturgies of ancient times, let 
[| ſelected the choiceſt Forms; and framed th 
| one, though perhaps not quite perfect, ſet 
yet we may venture to ſay the moſt perfect tio 
ll that ever was in eſtabliſhed uſe. 'This, with 
ll few alterations ſince, is our preſent Liturgy. NO 
4 At the ſame time they drew up a ſet of T 
I Articles; containing what they conſidered po 
| as the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; de- di 
claring againſt thoſe Ceremonies and Doc- an 
trines of the church of Rome, from which ſel 
they had ſo juſtly departed ; deciding many di 
abſtruſe metaphyfical queſtions then agi- 2 
| tated (which indeed, ſcarcely ought to be it 
0 decided; much leſs, inſiſted upon}; and K 
: 


[ retaining perhaps ſome things which 


tas) 


long uſe had ſanctified; leaving it to their 
Succeſſors to rectify them likewiſe. And 
theſe, with almoſt 20 alteration, are the 
Articles we full retain. 

Now, from this account, we ſee; we 
have great reaſon to be thankful to thoſe of 
our Anceſtors, who did /o much for us. 
Were Zhey to do it now; and had they the 
farther light, which after two centuries? 


experience, and two centuries* advance- 


ment in learning, has ſhone upon ws; 
they certainly would frame thoſe Models 
differently, and more conformably to their 
encreaſe of knowledge. 'This taſk then is 
left for as: and what we now /ament, is; 
that in this age we ſtill are obliged to /ub- 
ſcribe, and declare our unfeigned approba- 
tion and aſent to, this antiquated Model. 
If it here be aſked; Why was this 
not done before? Why delayed ſo long? 
The anſwer is obvious. It was difficult. 
Not only religious differences; but civil 
diſſenſions, party prejudices, and warmth 
and paſſion and politics, introduced them- 
ſelves into a matter of conſcience; and 
diſcouraged many attempts, and defeated 
others, The fame may be the caſe again, 
if Diſcretion and Temper be wanting. In- 
deed the Times are fairer for it, than they 
have ever been. -It is not a matter that 
concerns one Party, rather than another in 
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che State ; 1 we raſhly divide ourſelves 


into Parties about it. For it 1s not any 
authority of our Governors, that now 1s 
called in queſtion ; but ſome abſtruſe and, 
perhaps, wineceſſary doctrines in our Arti- 
cles, and ſome few paſſages in our Liturgy; 
and above all, the Form of ſubſcribing both, 
that are objected againſt. Beſides, the 
nature of Toleration is now better under- 
ſtood: all points, religious as well as civil, 
are more freely diſcuſſed, and more liberally 
conſidered. This, at the ſame time that 
it renders it more necęſſary, will render any 
alteration more eaſy of reception too; un- 
leſs the warmth of its advocates ſhould 
create it enemies, and ſtir them up to equal 


warmth againſt every thing that may be 


ropoſed. In that caſe our Superiors; who, 
from their liberal turn of mind, and the 
advances they have made in learning; would 
gladly not only lend a hand to wipe off theſe 
Blemiſhes, but one might expect, would 
exert themſelves to perfect the Reformation 

among us; if they ſee their Clergy running 


into Faio or indecent Heat; will naturally 
endeavour (and perhaps will do right) to 
check that heat, by the continuance of 
Palliatives ; rather than hazard the deſtruc- 


tion of chriſtian Charity, by attempting a 
Cure. 
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They cannot but ſee, and do indeed 


acknowledge, the propriety of an amendment, 


as ſtrongly as any of us: but their high 


ſtation and rank in life, lets them ſee more 


ſtrongly the dangerous conſequences of 


Confuſion. They may not all be of one 
mind, any more than ourſefves : and yet 
their truly Epiſcopal Temper, may make 
them leſs ſanguine, and leſs tenacious of 
their own opinions, and more ready to 
defer to thoſe of others. They know, that 
ſome 7% or trial of a man's ſentiments, 
has always been thought neceſſary in every 
church; and that no great nation will long 
have a ſucceſſion of able Miniſters in hers, 
unleſs there be ſome Eſtabliſhment to ſup- 
port them, and induce them to undertake 
that office; for © the labourer is worthy 
© of his hire.” They know, that ſuch a 
Teſt, either muſt be very fmple in its Terms; 
or muſt be altered from time to time, as 
new lights ariſe ; or muſt, after a while, 
be uſed almoſt as a mere form, with great 
latitude of interpretation. Theſe things 
they cannot but know well. And then, 
as to the Liturgy : they know, That it 1s 
Proper there ſhould be a preſcribed Form 
of worſhip. They know the form we have 
is a moſt excellent compoſition, though 
improveable. They know they have in 
their hands a ſet of alterations; prepared 


C at 
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at the end of the laſt century, by ſome of 
the moſt ſhining lights our church ever had 
to boaſt of; which, though defeated then 
through party warmth ; might now again 
be offered, and made the foundation of 
farther improvements. This too they know 
well. And as they ſtand upon an emi- 
nence, whence they command a more 


_ extenſive proſpect; if we their Inferiors 
would explain our wiſhes fairly to them; 


they muſt ni, better than ourſelves, how 
to remove our Dithculties, and to put 
things on the moſt proper footing. This, 
as Chriſtians, they would certainly be 01. 
ling to do; and as Proteſtants, and as 
Bishops, and as part of the ſupreme Legiſ- 
lature in this kingdom, they would be 
ready to grant a requeſt ſo reaſonable.— To 


grant, I ſhould not ſay. Tis not in them 


to grant, Elſe no doubt, they would 
give, unſollicited, a more liberal Form of 
ſubſcription at leaſt ; which might need no 
palliatives and forced conſtructions; diſgrace- 
ful to our Church, and diſtreſſing always 
to every honeſt and ingenuous mind. Yet 
it is in Them to propoſe, and from them it 
beſt will come; and they cannot ſurely but 
be zealous and earneſt to procure from che 
reſt of the Legiſlature, what they feel to be 
ſo juft, and reaſonable, and (may not one 
add ?) fo neceſſary, * as to Diſſiculties; 

| there 
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there is a Time in every diſeaſe, when 
palliatives will no longer do; but a Cure 
muſt be ventured, even at the expence of 
the limb diſeaſed. To delay beyond that 
time, is Timidity; not Prudence. Whether 
that Time be come; belongs not to the 
Novice, but the Experienced, to decide. 

It has been, and indeed is ſtill, objected 
by ſome of pions and reſpectable charac- 
ters; that, however proper it might be to 
make amendments; yet we are for ever 
reſtrained by the Act of Union from doing 
it. This, however, has fully been an- 
ſwered already, by abler hands than mine. 
I ſhall only beg leave to confirm their 
Arguments, by an appeal to Fach. The 


Church of Scotland dd eftabliſh her Formula 


of ſubſcription, ter that Union: and we 
may ſurely take the ſame liberty to alter 
and amend ours; which ſhe has done before, 
to appoint her's, * | | 
Let us then hope, that our Srperiors will 


ſee this to be the Time for doing it; and 


let us pray to GOD, to give them ſucceſs in 
it. And now, ſince the pious zeal of ſome 
of our brethren has opened the cauſe; let 
us, to a chriſtian Meecunęſs add a chriſtian 
Fortitude ; nor diſcourage a moſt laudable at- 
tempt, by an z2z7jerence on the one hand, nor 
defeat it by an gver-eagerneſs on the other. 
It is certain, that all do not think alike, 
in theſe any more than other matters. 
8 Some 
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Some may ſtill reckon all thoſe ſcholaſtic ir 
Definitions r/g5t and proper; ſome few may p 
perhaps eſteem them neceſſary ; more may k 
be afraid of alterations. Let us not be ſo tl 
unchriſtian, as to charge them with igno- 5 
rance, or inattention, or perverſeneſs; be- ri 
cauſe they do not ſee things as we do: F 
neither let them be ſo unchriſtian, as to F 
wiſh to continue the uſe of a yoke that t] 
galls us, though it may fit them; when a t 
lighter, and more ſimple, and more con- 5 
formable to the burthen of Chriſt, would b 
fit eaſy upon both. Neither of us, ſurely, V 
can be ſo void of humanity or conſcience, a 
or integrity, ourſelves ; as to chooſe to drive 2 
others to the painful neceſſity, of appearing 7 
to maintain, that Form of Subſcription, f 
which in their hearts they cannot defend. : 

But notwithſtanding Duty thus calls on Z 
us, not to inveigh againſt our Superiors or! 7 


our Equals ; though they differ from us on 
the 20h , or in the manner, or in the 
extent of what they deſire; yet, while we 
have Charity towards Them, it requires us to 
do Juſtice to the cauſe of Truth, Some of 
our Brethren have applied, and are expected 
to apply again, to the Legiſlature for redreſs, 
Let us, therefore, Now. ſtep forward : and, 
though we cannot go hand in hand with 
them, let us affift them as far as we may. 
Let us, with reſpectful confidence, addreſs 
ourſelves to that Bench; through whote 
interpoſition, 
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interpoſition, relief is regularly to be ex- 
pected : and, as their © Moderation is 
known unto all men,“ let us explain to 
them our wiſhes; and confide in Heir 
rudence, for obtaining the moſt proper 

redreſs for us. This is but due to our 
Prelates. For as, during the late receſs of 
Parliament, they have had time to digeſt 
theſe matters; and there is reaſon to hope, 
that they have revolved it in their thoughts, 
how to effect what is %; ſo it cannot 
but be a proper piece of reſpec in us, that 
we ſhould aſſure them of our good wiſhes, 
and our prayers for the ſucceſs of ſo pious 
an undertaking. Let us then ſhew them 
ho we are that wiſh it; and what we look 
for at their hands. Let us entreat them, 
That we may no longer have a ſet of Articles 
that aggrieve ourſelves: though we have 
no obection to the ſubſcribing fairly, ſuch a 
reaſonable form, as ſhall be thought neceſſary 
to fecure a Proteſtant Church, againſt its being 
committed to the care of the Papiſt or the Un- 
believer. That our Liturgy, though now ſa 
excellent, may be rendered yet more pure; 
by correcting every remaining blemiſh, and 
removing or leaving indifferent all we can, 
that gives offence to others. That our Church 
may thus become a pattern to all churches. 
And that, if thoſe who now diſſent from us, 
ll not then accept of our Terms, or imitate 
our Example; we may, however, have the 
| ſatigfaction 


1 | | 
fatisfaio of having done our Duty, by yield. 
IM! ing on our parts, all that in Prudence we may, 
"I Or, if this be too great a happineſs to be 
{ thought attainable; let us truſt, that we ſhall 

; at leaſt get removed, that Form of Subſcrip- 
tion, which, in its preſent flate, requires 
ſuch a Latitude in a ſolemm att, as no honeſt 
man would allow himſelf to uſe in any other 
[| Contract, however trifling. 

I! But it belongs not to the Propoler to 
it dictate, what ſhall be the particulars of our 

5 Addreſs. That, he hopes, will be con- 
( fidered by his Brethren : they ſhall ſee 
[|| it proper to join him, and accept his prof- 
[| fered ſervices. He will be ready to receive 
their commands, left with the publiſher ; 
and to meet thoſe, who ſhall be willing 
It to conſider the matter, and prepare the Form 
[| of ſuch an application. 

ll In the mean time, he has thus delivered 
| his ſentiments; that, however his Propoſal 
may ſucceed, which will depend upon their 
cConcurrence; he may have borne his Teftt- 
| mony as an individual. 1 

And now, to the Loxp he commits it; 
in full aſſurance, that He who © worketh 
“ in us, both to will and to do,“ will aſſiſt 
all our pious endeavours; and if the mea- 
ſure we are now upon, be a right meaſure ; 
will bring it to a happy concluſion, 


